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Abstract

During the 2018 academic year, we conducted a study in this ward to clarify to what extent expression of
emotional response is improved by externally applying a stimulus suited to the individual preferences of patients
in a persistent vegetative state. Our results indicated that listening to music was effective as an aid to elicit
emotional expression, and that it was also possible to elicit emotional expression by speaking to the patient and
moving their limbs while they were listening to music. In the present study, in order to make up for the "lack of
reliability due to inconsistency in nursing care for patients in a persistent vegetative state while they were listening
to music", which was found to be an issue in the 2018 academic year, we increased the sample size and utilized
a consistent approach of listening to music and nursing care, to investigate changes in the emotional expression
of patients brought about by listening to music. Here, we report changes in conscious recovery that we observed.
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