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Abstract

KL-6 is a glycoprotein which is useful to evaluate the degree of the activity for interstitial lung diseases as
well as to be a tumor marker of pulmonary carcinomas. Immunohistochemistry using antisera for KL-6
revealed that normal endocervical glands are positively stained. Thus, we analyzed the significance of KL-6
immunostains for 42 cases of endocervical glandular lesions. The staining results were scored 0 to 2+

semiquantitatively. All of 26 endocervical type adenocarcinomas (ECA) were positive, and 16 of them
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(61.5%) were 2+. Although 7 of 8 (87.5%) of adenocarcinoma in situ (AIS) were positive, only 3 cases were
2+, and staining intensity was significantly weaker than ECA (p<0.001). All of endometrial type
adenocarcinomas (3 cases) and glandular dysplasia (GD; 1 case, 1+) were also positive. On the other hand,
none of the 4 lesions of gastric pyloric gland type were positive. These results indicated that KL-6 is a useful
immuohistochemical marker to make differential diagnosis for endocervical glandular lesions. In addition, for
the lesions other than pyloric gland type, it may be a good marker to evaluate the tumor aggressiveness, as

ECA was strongly stained than AIS or GD. Tottori J. Clin. Res. 1(1), 190-195, 2008
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