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Instruction in the use of personal computers of children (persons)
with motor and intellectual disabilities
— To promote self-expression and fulfillment in their spare time —
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Abstract

If persons with severe disabilities use personal computers, it is necessary to set up a suitable input method. A
male patient in his 60s, presented here, uses an input system operated by the patient’s expiratory flow. In this
case, he needed to learn how to select the words he wanted to input, even with impaired ability to understand
written words. We considered the easiest method for selecting the words to input by indicating with figures,
colors or pictures, and found that figures were best for him. In the beginning, he selected the wrong words and
needed assistance by staff members, even by pictures; however, he has gradually improved his skills to input
the desired words. This type of effort should be continued to give patients the ability of self-expression and
fulfillment in their spare time. Tottori J. Clin. Res. 2(2), 185-195, 2009
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