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The application of an eating function checking table on admission to
screen for patients with eating and swallowing disorders
— By standardization of the procedures to assist feeding of patients —
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Abstract

A patient eating function checking table to be filled out by nurses on admission was introduced to Hospital A
in April 2010 and its application was investigated to determine whether this table functions efficiently for
screening patients with eating and swallowing disorders and smoothly facilitates improvement of patient
feeding function. The monthly numbers of patients receiving feeding function therapy, those of patients newly
enrolled to receive the therapy, and those of patients requiring assistance by speech therapists after introduction
of the table were much higher than those prior to its introduction. The assessment of patient eating function on
admission using this checking table is thought to efficiently and promptly find patients with latent eating and
swallowing disturbances and to quickly and adequately apply feeding therapy strategies to those patients.
Furthermore, the introduction of feeding therapy based on the checking table, according to the flow chart,
which determines the application of feeding function therapy, should be useful to smoothly provide
collaborative health care service for patients by a core team consisting of multiple occupational professionals,
including physicians, nurses, speech therapists and registered dieticians. Tottori J. Clin. Res. 3(2), 170-177,
2010
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